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Modern Standard Arabic and Colloquial Dialects: Domains of Overlap and
Their Respective Status

Dr. Hassan Hafidi

Summary

This study examines the relationship between Classical Arabic and colloquial dialects through
an analysis of their mutual interaction and influence. It highlights the various perspectives
regarding the nature of colloquial Arabic: while some scholars consider it a natural extension
of Classical Arabic and an effective means of everyday communication, others view it as a
threat to Classical Arabic due to its limited vocabulary, weak structures, and strong influence
from foreign languages such as French and Spanish. The study also addresses the issue of
teaching in colloquial Arabic and its potential consequences for Arab cultural identity.

The research concludes that it is necessary to maintain a functional distinction between
Classical Arabic and colloquial dialects—keeping Classical Arabic as the language of science,
education, and media, while allowing colloquial Arabic to serve its natural role in daily life
without competing with or replacing the standard language.

The scope of the study covers the period from the twentieth century to the present, focusing
geographically on some Maghreb countries, where foreign linguistic influence on colloquial
speech is particularly strong. It concentrates on lexical, structural, and communicative aspects
without delving into other linguistic fields. The choice of topic was motivated by the growing
calls to use colloquial dialects in education and media, the weakening connection of younger
generations to Classical Arabic, and the polarized views toward colloquial Arabic—ranging
from glorification to complete rejection.

The significance of this research lies in its focus on a linguistic and cultural issue closely tied
to Arab identity, as well as its contribution to raising awareness among educators about
contemporary linguistic challenges.

The central question of the study concerns how colloquial Arabic affects Classical Arabic and
whether it should be regarded as an independent language suitable for education and
knowledge communication, or confined to its natural domain to preserve the status of
Classical Arabic.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method to describe and analyze linguistic
phenomena, a comparative method to contrast Classical Arabic and colloquial dialects in
terms of vocabulary and structure, and a partially historical approach to trace the development

of colloquial Arabic and its interaction with Classical Arabic and foreign languages.
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Although many previous studies have addressed this topic from different perspectives, this
research attempts to bring together convergent and divergent viewpoints, balance them, and
add certain aspects that have not been previously discussed. The researcher does not claim to
present something entirely new, but rather aims to synthesize, compare, and draw conclusions
through this balanced analysis.

Keywords: classical Arabic, colloquial dialect, language overlap, language dissonance,

identity element, linguistic lexicon.
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