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Arabic Language between the Power of Influencers and the Charm of

Hybridity: A Reading in the Transformations of Digital Discourse

Fatima Ezzahraa Elassali (Moammed 5 University, Rabat, Morocco)

Abstract :
The digital discourse on social media platforms is undergoing a profound transformation,

especially in how language is used by online influencers who have come to represent linguistic
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role models for youth. This transformation is marked by the widespread use of hybrid language
blending Arabic dialects with foreign languages, often accompanied by a dismissive or mocking
tone toward Modern Standard Arabic (MSA). This phenomenon raises questions about Arabic’s
place in digital spaces, youth perceptions of the language, and the broader cultural implications.
This article offers a critical and analytical reading of the marginalization of MSA in the
discourse of digital influencers. It aims to identify the dominant features of such discourse,
explore its implicit messages, and assess its potential effects on linguistic and cultural identity
among young audiences.
Methodologically, the article adopts a reflective and interpretative approach, based on
discourse-oriented observation of common linguistic patterns in influencer content. Rather than
relying on statistical tools or structured sampling, the study uses illustrative and context-driven
examples drawn from the broader Arab digital landscape, informed by concepts such as
symbolic domination and linguistic alienation.
The analysis concludes that hybrid discourse exerts a form of symbolic displacement of MSA,
reinforcing a progressive detachment from the language of culture and knowledge, and
confining Arabic to rigid, official domains. However, the article also highlights the potential of
digital platforms to promote an alternative linguistic model that combines expressive appeal
with cultural and linguistic pride.
Keywords: Arabic language — digital influencers — hybrid language — Modern Standard Arabic
— social media — linguistic identity.
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