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Zero Elements and Dependents in Arabic Grammar: A Study of Absence

and Presence

Abdulqader Ahmed Abdullah Al-hamzi, Prof. Abdu P, Dr. Sabiq MK.
Abstract:

This study explores the concepts of Ellipsis (Zero Representation) and Dependents (Atba“) in
Arabic grammar, viewing them as two analytical mechanisms used to address non-autonomous
elements within the sentence—either through their phonological absence (ellipsis) or through
their syntactic dependence (dependents). The aim is to analyze and contextualize both
concepts—theoretically and applicatively—while highlighting points of convergence and
divergence between them in terms of structure, function, and semantic interpretation.

The study adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodology, drawing on evidence

from classical Arabic grammatical works, as well as applied examples from Arabic sentences.
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Furthermore, it engages with modern linguistic theories, particularly in relation to the notions
of deep structure and surface structure.

The findings reveal that ellipsis represents a cognitive and interpretive dimension, dealing with
elements that are unspoken yet syntactically and semantically present. In contrast, the
dependent is a visible element that syntactically follows another without holding independent
grammatical status. The comparison demonstrates that both theories contribute to the cohesion
and coherence of the sentence at structural and semantic levels, reflecting a sophisticated
grammatical awareness of both presence and absence within the architecture of the Arabic
language.

Keywords: Ellipsis, Dependent, Arabic Grammar, Deletion, Estimation, Deep Structure,

Syntactic Cohesion.
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