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Abstract
This study examines Abd al-Razzaq al-Kashani’s Sufi interpretation of the Light Verse (Qur'an
24:35) through Charles Sanders Peirce’s semiotic framework, focusing on his triadic model (sign,

object, interpretant) to uncover the symbolic and spiritual dimensions of the exegesis. It explores
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the interaction between Qur'anic symbolism and Sufi thought, emphasizing how meaning is
constructed in hermeneutical discourse.

The research aims to: (1) categorize iconic, indexical, and symbolic signs in al-Kashani’s work
and assess their role in conveying spiritual insights; (2) analyze the compatibility of his
interpretation with Peirce’s unlimited semiosis; and (3) demonstrate the convergence of semiotics
and Sufi hermeneutics in Qur'anic exegesis.

Using a textual analysis of Ta’wilat Abd al-Razzaq, the study applies Peirce’s model to classify
symbols and trace semiosis. Key findings include iconic signs (the niche as the body, the glass as
the heart), indexical signs (the lamp as the soul, "light upon light" as divine manifestations), and
symbolic signs (the olive tree as the purified self). Al-Kashani’s approach aligns with Peirce’s
dynamic interpretation, revealing the evolving nature of Sufi exegesis and underscoring the value
of semiotics in studying Qur'anic symbolism.

Keywords: Semiotics, Qur'anic Hermeneutics, Abd al-Razzaq al-Kashani, Charles Sanders

Peirce, the Light Verse, Sufi Symbolism
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