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Article Title: Translation and Retranslation of the novel “Al-Shaykh wal-
Bahr” by Ali Al-Qasimi: A Linguistic-Pragmatic Approach

Dr. Aziz El Mahsani, Morocco

Abstract:

This study investigates the reasons and motivations that drive certain translators to
undertake the retranslation of previously translated texts. It explores both linguistic aspects
related to the language of the translated and retranslated text, as well as pragmatic dimensions
that justify the retranslation of works rendered multiple times. The study examines the
underlying intentions of retranslation and the influence of contextual factors, in a way that
meets the reader’s horizon of expectations, as readers constantly seek translations that
approximate the original text in its language and achieve what earlier translations may have
failed to accomplish.

Furthermore, the study addresses issues of cultural adaptation and linguistic
economy, avoiding excessive verbosity that may undermine the aesthetic and communicative
value of the text. To achieve these aims, the study analyzes a distinguished example of Arabic
translation, namely the work of Ali Al-Qasimi, focusing on a specific text: The Old Man and
the Sea by Ernest Hemingway. It seeks to identify the added value of this retranslation and
its position within the broader field of Arabic translation.

The study is based on the premise that literary translation is an interpretive and
creative act that goes beyond direct linguistic transfer, aiming instead to reconstruct the text
within a new linguistic and pragmatic context different from that of the original. To address
the research problem.

Keywords: Retranslation — Literary Translation — Meaning Reconstruction — Semantic

Implicature — Linguistic Economy — Cultural Adaptation — Horizon of Reception
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a) ...a bird with his long black wings.

b) ...the coast was only a long green line.
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