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The Marvelous as a Political Act: A Study of Terrorism Representations
in The Braid and the River Dance through Genetic Structuralism

Abstract:

This study examines the political and social functions of marvelous elements in
Ragsat al-Jadilah wa al-Nahr by Iraqgi author Wafaa Abdel Razzaq, viewing them as a
narrative response that seeks to transcend the limitations of traditional realism in representing
the atrocities of ISIS. Adopting Lucien Goldmann’s genetic structuralist approach, the
research explores the dialectical relationship between the novel’s narrative structures and the
“world vision” they reflect, as an expression of a collective consciousness crisis shaped by
the socio-historical context of religious terrorism in Iraq and Syria.

The study reveals that the marvelous is not employed as decorative embellishment,
but rather fulfills critical structural roles: encoding trauma by transforming real violence into
fantastical imagery, constructing a counter-narrative that challenges the ideological discourse
of the organization, and humanizing victims by granting them dimensions beyond their tragic
reality. Ultimately, the novel, through its expressive use of the marvelous, not only
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documents the tragedy but also offers a profound symbolic condemnation of terrorism and
opens imaginative horizons for resistance and survival.

Keywords: The marvelous, genetic structuralism, Wafaa Abdel Razzag, The Braid and the
River Dance, trauma, counter-narrative, collective crisis.
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