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An Analytical Study of the Translation of Palestinian Resistance Literature into
Persian (Its History and Problems)

Dr.Mohammad Rahimi Khoigani
Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature
University of Isfahan, Iran

Abstract

Palestinian resistance literature is perhaps one of the most famous literary genres in the world,
having emerged more than half a century ago and undergone a complete process of structural and
thematic development. Iranian translators and enthusiasts' knowledge of Palestinian resistance
literature dates back to before the Islamic Revolution in Iran, when two or three translators translated
and published a small number of works by prominent Palestinian writers such as Mahmoud Darwish
and Ghassan Kanafani.

After the Islamic Revolution in Iran, the anti-Israel nature of the revolution, on the one hand,
and the conditions of defense and resistance during the eight-year war, on the other, contributed to
creating a favorable social environment for a stronger orientation by translators toward resistance
literature. In addition to the occasional translation of works by some resistance poets and writers in
literary magazines by a number of translators, well-known names such as Musa Aswar and Musa
Bidaj translated and published several poetry collections, including serious efforts to promote
resistance literature. A critical study of these Persian translations reveals that most Persian translations
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of resistance literature have been so-called "verbal translations.” Due to limitations in form and
content, they have not led to the emergence of a strong current; had they occurred, they could have
had a significant impact on the national literature. This study examines these works within their
historical chronology and addresses the needs and shortcomings of translating Palestinian resistance
literature in Iran.

Keywords: Resistance literature, Palestine, Persian translation, Problems
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